Release Time:  The Answer





"America's teenagers are plagued with an array of physical and emotional health problems that make them less healthy than their parents were at the same age.  Never before has one generation of American teenagers been less healthy, less cared for or less prepared for life." said a commission formed by the National Association of State Boards of Education and the American Medical Association





The report went on:  "Unlike the health problems of earlier generations, those of today's teenagers are rooted in behavior rather than physical illness like infections and diseases.  Excessive drinking, drug use, sex, and violence are major threats to the current generation.  The suicide rate for teens has doubled since 1968 and ten percent of adolescent boys and twenty percent of girls have attempted suicide.  Violence is a part of many young people's daily lives.  Every day, the group estimated, 135,000 students bring guns to school, and homicide is the leading cause of death among 15-19 year old blacks."





We don't necessarily need surveys to convince us that the youth of today are in trouble.  Buy a newspaper or watch your local evening news.  By watching or reading, the decline of our society will by evident.  Why is this happening?  Where did we go wrong?  The answers all point to a moral vacuum in the lives of today's youth.





Our society and it's citizens are calling upon our public institutions to find solutions to the grave moral problems our youth face.  But while demanding results, many are obsessed with prohibiting religious teaching as part of the solution.  Put another way, society demands solutions to moral problems, but prohibits a moral basis in teaching.  Any honest person will agree that what we call "morals" all come from a religious base.  Merely assuming that children and adults can solve the moral problems of their lives by "clarifying their values" is wishful thinking, not scientific deduction.





How can our public institutions, particularly our public school accommodate specific moral or religious training without contradicting the current understanding of separation of church and state?  The answer for the public schools can be found in Released Time for religious education, a concept declared constitutional by the United States Supreme Court in 1952.  In that decision, Justice William Douglas wrote: "When the state encourages religious instruction or cooperates with religious authorities by adjusting the schedule of public events to sectarian needs, it follows the best of our traditions.  For it then respects the religious nature of our people and accommodates the public service to their spiritual needs.





Released Time is set aside during the school day for the students to voluntarily leave campus to pursue religious teaching.  Those students remaining in school continue with normal activities and the students being released make up any work missed.  Released Time is currently being used in hundreds of communities in over thirty states enrolling over 200,000 children each year.











• Released Time is the only way for a  religious group to reach out to the local school children during the school day.


• 


• By definition, Released Time classes afford an opportunity to teach moral and religious precepts which can serve to improve individual values, which will impact the entire student population.


• 


• Students, teachers, principals, and school superintendents have gone on record attesting to positive results from Released Time.


• 


   • Released Time affords all significant religious groups the equal opportunity to train        	their child.





• History teaches us that the 	       children's academic pursuits do not suffer.  In some cases academics improved!.





• Released Time is an excellent example of cooperation and partnership which schools and parents so often desire.





• Released Time shows responsiveness by the school authorities to the concerns of the community.





• Having the opportunity to attend a Released Time class will keep many children in the public schools rather than private, Christian, or home schools.





• Released Time provides a religious experience for children whose parents may not be able to take them to church.


• 


• 


• 


• 


There are no easy solutions to the problems troubling today's youth.  But Released Time holds great potential and can play a significant part in their moral development.  It is uniquely positioned to provide religious input in the lives of public school children.  With the crisis facing our young people today, it is time we find ways that we can work together and Released Time is a way of doing just that.
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